
 

                                                 

                                                                      

     Submitted: Tuesday, 26 February, 2019 - 08:13am 

Title: Mr First name: Brett Family name: O'Brien  

Subject: Insuring livestock against drought and flood in Australia 

 

Dear Scott, 

 

Recently I have seen you on the news visiting rural communities - great to see. 

 

I am a 4th generation farmer and Fellow of the Australian and New Zealand Institute of Insurance & Finance. 

 

I have a solution I’d like to pose to you with respect to farmers being able to insure stock for loss arising from 

drought or flood. 

 

I note we have recently lost 500,000 live stock in QLD as a result of flooding and the cyclic systemic drought 

issues in Australia are sadly well known. 

 

The are millions of head of stock nation-wide which are almost exclusively uninsured for drought and flood - 

they are insured for fire yet not drought and flood. 

 

My proposal centre’s around the Govt setting up a website similar to this one in relation to stock: 

                                 

 

Insurers are willing to insure the perils of drought and flood for stock - they just need to be pushed. 

 

I have recently promoted this cover - per flyer attached - yet am a lone voice nation-wide on the matter. 

 

With Govt support and even subsidy this could go places. 

 

Can you imagine the relief felt by farmers if when drought and flood strike and the tragic loss of life of 

hundreds of thousands of stock follows that it was at least recoup-able financially for farmers. 

 

It could change the fabric of farming in this great country of ours. 

 

I now work as a consultant and would make myself available to work with you / your ministers on this 

initiative. 

 

Keep up the great work Scott, look forward to hearing from you.   

 

Sincerely, Brett O'Brien - ANZIIF Fellow - 0421 814 401 

 

https://nqhomeinsurance.gov.au/


Mr Brett O'Brien 
Managing Director 
OBA Consulting 

The Hon. David Littleproud MP 

Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources 

Federal Member for Maranoa 

Via email: admin@obaconsulting.com.au 

Dear Mr O'Brien 

Ref: MC19-002790 

o 4 APR zorn

Thank you for your email of 21 March 2019 about insuring stock against losses attributable to drought 
or floods. 

Insurance is an important risk management tool for dealing with drought, floods and other events that 
can cause stock and crop losses. The Australian Government is not considering offering rebates or 
subsidising premiums for insurance products as that market is operating effectively. 

The Australian Government is providing support for flood-affected North Queensland farmers, 
including through establishing the North Queensland Livestock Industry Recovery Agency to assist 
with the immediate response, recovery and reconstruction efforts. A large number of the flood affected 
farmers had previously been dealing with years of drought, and.the government also remains 
committed to providing drought assistance to eligible farmers across the country. More information on 
the range of drought assistance measures is available on my department's website at 
agriculture.gov.au/assistance. Further information on the range of flood-related assistance measures 
are available at pmc.gov.au/domestic-policy/north-queensland-livestock-industry-recovery-agency. 

Thank you again for raising this matter with me. 

Yours sincerely 

DAVID LITTLEPROUD MP 

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone: 02 6277 7630 Email: minister@agriculture.gov.au 



Australian Government 

Department of Agriculture 
and \Vater Resources 

Mr Brett O'Brien 
Managing Director, Bespoke Risk Management Consulting 
PORT MELBOURNE VIC

admin@obaconsulting.com.au 

Dear Mr O'Brien 

Ref: MC19-002940 

Thank you for your correspondence of 17 March 2019 to the Minister for Agriculture and Water 
Resources,the Hon David Littleproud MP, about insuring stock against drought and flood and 
arranging a summit to discuss the matter. As the government is currently in an election period, I 
am responding on behalf of the Minister. 

The Australian Government is committed to ensuring farmers are well positioned to prepare for, 
manage through and recover from adverse conditions and is assisting primary producers in 
drought or impacted by natural disasters such as floods in a number of ways. 

The North Queensland Livestock Industry Recovery Agency has been established to lead the 
Commonwealth's recovery and reconstruction activities in flood affected areas following the 
North and Far North Queensland Monsoon Trough (25 January- 14 Febuary 2019). Grants and 
loans are available for the flood-affected primary producers to assist them with rebuilding their 
businesses. 

The Regional Investment Corporation (RIC) has loan products available for farmers impacted by 
drought. The RIC lends to farm businesses that are in financial need and financially viable in the 
long term. The RIC loans may help eligible farm businesses improve their long-term strength, 
resilience and profitability. Drought loans of up to $2 million are designed to help farmers 
prepare for, manage through and recover from drought and can be used for restocking. 

Over the past year, the Australian Government has committed many billions of dollars in new 
assistance, additional funding and improvements to existing support for farmers and farming 
communities experiencing hardship, including drought. More information on the range of 
assistance available is on the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources' website at 
agriculture.gov.au/assistance. 

If you wish to raise your matter again you should do so by contacting the incoming government. 

Yours sincer 

� 

' \� 
Tim Fisher 
Assistant Secretary 
Farm Performance Branch 

\ <J April 2019 

I T +61 2 6272 3933
F +61 2 6272 5161 118 Marcus Clarke Street 

Canberra City ACT 2601 
I GPO Box 858 

Canberra ACT 2601 I
agriculture.gov.au 

ABN 24 113 085 695 





Australian Government 

Department of Agriculture 
and \Vater Resources 

Mr Brett O'Brien 
Managing Director 
OBA Consulting 
Via email: admin@obaconsulting.com.au 

Dear Mr O'Brien 

Ref: MCl 9-003703 

Thank you for your letter of 9 April 2019 to the Minister, the Hon. David Littleproud MP, about 
insuring stock against losses to drought. As the government is currently in caretaker period, I am 
responding on behalf of the Minister. 

To ensure that the Smart Farming Partnerships assessment process remains fair and impartial 
by not disandvantaging one applicant over another, the department cannot provide advice or 
comments on the merit of a project or any of the planned activities. I would advise you to consult 
the guidelines and the Questions and Answers document at: 
www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/national-landcare-program-smart-farming-partnerships
round-2, to determine if your potential project meets the requirements of the program. 

Please note that applications for Round 2 of Smart Farming Partnerships close shortly at 
11:00 pm (AEST) on 17 May 2019. 

The Smart Farming Partnerships program is being administered by the Community Grants Hub 
(the Hub), which is hosted by the Department of Social Services, on behalf of the department 
under a Whole of Government initiative to streamline grant processes across agencies. Any 
further questions about the program should be directed to the Hub either via email at: 
support@communitygrants.gov.au or by phone on 1800 020 283. 

If you wish to raise your matter again you should do so by contacting the incoming government. 

Yours sincerely 

�r� 
Tim Fisher 
Assistant Secretary 
Rural Policy and Farm Performance Division 

7 May 2019 

I 
T +61 2 6272 3933
F +61 2 6272 5161 118 Marcus Clarke Street 

Canberra City ACT 2601 I 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 I agriculture.gov.au 

ABN 24 113 085 695 



Australian Government 

Department of Agriculture 
and Water Resources 

Mr Brett O'Brien 
Managing Director, Bespoke Risk Management Consulting 
PORT MELBOURNE VIC 
admin@obaconsulting.com.au 

Dear Mr O'Brien 

Ref: MCl 9-003834 

Thank you for your emails to the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, the Hon David 
Littleproud MP, about insuring stock against drought and floods. As the government is currently 
in an election period, I am responding on behalf of the Minister. 

Per my previous letter of 18 April 2019, the Australian Government is supporting farmers in 
drought or impacted by natural disasters such as floods in many ways. 

I am advised that the North Queensland Livestock Industry Recovery Agency Taskforce will 
consider your ideas regarding stock insurance when developing a long-term plan for recovery 
and reconstruction of the areas affected by the monsoon trough event in Queensland earlier this 
year. 

Regarding your grant application, applications for Round 2 of Smart Farming Partnerships close 
on 17 May 2019 and will be assessed after this date in a competitive process. The Smart Farms 
program supports the development and uptake of best practice, tools and technologies that help 
farmers, fishers, foresters and regional communities improve the protection, resilience and 
productive capacity of our soils, water and vegetation. 

The Australian Government's GrantConnect is a dedicated website providing a centralised 
publication of forecast and current Australian Government grant opportunities. This site may 
inform you of other potential funding sources for your proposal. You can access GrantConnect at 
www.grants.gov.au. 

If you wish to raise your matter again you should do so by contacting the incoming government. 

Yours sincerely 

<T�(� 
Tim Fisher 
Assistant Secretary 
Rural Policy and Farm Performance Division 

)QMay2019 

I T +61 2 6272 3933 
F +61 2 6272 5161 118 Marcus Clarke Street

Canberra City ACT 2601 I GPO Box 858
Canberra ACT 2601 I

agriculture.gov.au 

ABN 24 113 085 695 



Australian Government 

Department of Agriculture 
and Water Resources 

Mr Brett O'Brien 
admin@obaconsulting.com.au 

Dear Mr O'Brien 

Ref: MCl 9-004121 

Thank you for your email of 8 May 2019 to the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, 
the Hon. David Littleproud MP, about insurance for loss of livestock. As the government is 
currently in an election period, I am responding on behalf of the Minister. 

I note that you have already written to Minister Littleproud and to the Prime Minister, the Hon. 
Scott Morrison MP, in relation to insurance matters. The government supports the use of 
multi-peril crop insurance to assist farm businesses manage risk, and funded the Managing Farm 
Risk Program to provide rebates for advice and assessments to help farmers prepare and apply 
for a new insurance policy. While applications for this program close on 31 May 2019, it has 
already supported a number of farmers in their take-up of insurance products. 

The Minister has outlined the government's position on rebates and subsidised premiums for 
multi-peril crop insurance in previous correspondence. 

If you wish to raise this matter again, you could do so by contacting the incoming government. 

Yours since ely 

Kerren Crosthwaite 
Assistant Secretary 
Financial Policy and Farm Support Branch 
Rural Policy and Farm Performance Division 

15 May 2019 

I T +61 2 6272 3933 
F +61 2 6272 5161 118 Marcus Clarke Street 

Canberra City ACT 2601 
I GPO Box 858

Canberra ACT 2601 I
agriculture.gov.au 

ABN 24 113 085 695 



Mr Brett O'Brien 
Managing Director 
OBA Consulting 

Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie 

Deputy Leader of The Nationals 
Minister for Agriculture 

Senator for Victoria 

Via email: admin@obaconsulting.com.au 

Dear Mr O'B1ien 

Ref: MC19-004630 

Thank you for your correspondence of 31 May 2019, offering congratulations on my 
appointment as Minister for Agiiculture. As a proud representative of regional Australia, 
it is an honour to serve in the Agriculture portfolio. 

Agriculture is key to Australia's prosperity and economic development. Strong leadership is 
needed to continue to benefit generations to come. The agiiculture industry is diverse and our 
work continues to make Australia's farming, fishing and forest industries more resilient and 
prosperous while safeguarding Australia from animal and plant pests and diseases. 

My initial p1iorities include building Australian Agriculture into a $100 billion industry by 
2030, protecting Australia's biosecurity and our clean and green status, taking a hard line on 
extreme animal activists and maintaining and increasing access to foreign markets to ensure a 
premium price for our agricultural produce. 

Strong international demand for agricultural products and ongoing improvements in 
Australia's market access to countries provides more opportunities for our exporters. A strong 
agriculture sector is vital to supporting regional jobs. 

Thank you again for your letter of supp01i and your passion for the agriculture sector is 
appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7190 Email Minister.McKenzie@agriculture.gov.au 



Ms Patricia O'Brien 
Office Manager 
OBA Consulting 

The Hon. David Littleproud MP 

Minister for Water Resources, Drought, Rural Finance, 

Natural Disaster and Emergency Management 

Federal Member for Maranoa 

Via email: admin@obaconsulting.com.au 

Dear Ms O'Brien 

Ref: MC19-008647 

1 4 JAN 2020 

Thank you for your email of 14 October 2019 to Senator the Hon. Bridget McKenzie, 
Minister for Agriculture, about your concept for Livestock Drought Insurance. Minister McKenzie has 
asked me to respond as I am the minister responsible for the matter you raised. 

The issue of livestock drought insurance is clearly an issue that remains important to OBA Consulting, 
as shown by your organisation's continued correspondenc(:: with the Australian Government. 
Insurance is an important risk management tool for dealing with drought, floods and other events that 
can cause stock and crop losses. The Australian Government is not considering offering rebates or 
subsidising premiums for insurance products as that market is operating effectively. 

As the Member for Maranoa, I have seen first-hand the devastating and far-reaching impact drought 
has on farmers and their communities. My own electorate is continuing to experience prolonged 
drought in some parts. I am extremely proud of the resilience shown by our farmers, but understand 
farmers and rural communities need support to face challenges on the land. 

The Australian Government's drought response is akin to taking a set of stairs with our farming 
community. As the drought has worsened, we have taken another step up with our support for them 
and their communities. We have continued to be agile, responding where we need to and how we need 
to as we wait for rain we desperately need. 

With each step we take, we b:uild on our goals to put food on farmers' tables, to support the 
communities that rely on them and to make sure they are more resilient to deal w.ith the next drought 
when it comes. 

We need to remember drought doesn't stop at the farmer's gate. This is also about the mechanics who 
fix their tractors, the schools that educate their children and the local businesses that are so vital to our 
regional towns. 

That is why we have taken a whole-of-government approach to this drought and will continue to 
support them through every Commonwealth service that touches them and their community. 

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone: 02 6277 7630 Email: Minister.Littleproud@agriculture.gov.au 



You can find information about the range of assistance measures at drought.gov.au. More information 
on assistance is also available at FarmHub at farmhub.org.au. 

Thank you again for bringing these matters to my attention. 

Yours sincerely 

DAVID LITTLEPROUD MP 

2 



Locked Bag 21, Orange NSW 2800 , Australia 
161 Kite Street, Orange NSW 2800 

Tel: 02 6391 3333  Fax: 02 6391 3321 www.dpi.nsw.gov.au  ABN: 72 189 919 072 

MF20/374 

Mr Brett O'Brien 
admin@obaconsulting.com.au 

Dear Mr O'Brien 

Income protection insurance for farmers 

Thank you for your emails of 20 and 29 January 2020, to the Hon Adam Marshall MP, 
Minister for Agriculture and Western New South Wales, regarding Income protection 
insurance for farmers. The Minister has asked me to respond on his behalf. 

I am grateful for your offer to lend your expertise in this area. I understand that the issue 
of insurance solutions for farmers is a complex question that has a history of extensive 
debate. It is in this context that the NSW Government announced last year that it has 
committed $2 million to facilitate a process of industry collaboration and partnership that 
we expect will result in improved options available to farmers to mitigate business risk. I 
am well aware of the complexities that have shaped the debate in this area over many 
years, which is why we are deliberately taking a blank canvas approach in developing 
this scheme, and in this context I appreciate your valuable input.  

Through the Department of Primary Industries (DPI), the Government is liaising with 
other state governments and the Commonwealth to determine their appetite to commit 
time and resources to this project. DPI is also liaising with the National Farmers 
Federation, our partner on this project, to establish the relevant processes. 

These discussions will help develop a detailed course of action, where we will seek to 
engage with relevant industry groups and experts willing to offer their input and valuable 
experience. To this end, I thank you for your early engagement on this matter and 
welcome your contributions going forward. 

If you require additional information or wish to discuss the shape of the income protection 
scheme further, please contact Mr Darren Budworth, Director, Industry Insights and 
Analysis, in DPI, on 0409 604 244. 

Thank you again for your interest in this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

KATE LORIMER-WARD 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL 
DPI AGRICULTURE 




